John Tanner is vitally interested for the future of the race. He
is a member of the idle rich class. He has Olympian majesty
suggesting Jupiter than Apollo. He is prodigiously fluent of
speech, restless, excitable; a megalomaniac, who would be lost
without a sense of humour. In politics he is a Socialist and equa-
litarian as can be seen not only from his Handbook^ but also from
his attitude to Straker, the technological man. He describes
himself to Mcndoza as the robber of the poor. In morals he
js a Life Force worshipper. He upholds instinct against convention
as can be seen in his attitude to the affair of Violet. In the Dream
Scene Don Juan Tenorio resembles Tanner, but is less credulous
and enthusiastic than the latter; he is colder, more critical and
fastidious. He is the philosophic man who seeks in contemplation
the inner will of the world. He reviews his notorious philanderings
in the perspective not of morality but of the future of the race
and as expressions of the Life Force. Evidently, Tenorio is mentally
furnished with the ideas of Schopenhauer, Nietzsche, and Wester-
marck. Tenorio believes that the Will, the instinct, the intuition,
the imagination, are superior to reason. The Shavian Positive
Character in this play not only faces the external facts but also
sees the inner will of the world. According to Tenorio, the
instrument which the Life Force is evolving in order to evolve
itself, is the philosopher's brain, which will place the feet of the
hitherto blind Force firmly on the ladder of evolution from man
to the ideal individual who is ** omnipotent, omniscient, infalliable
and unilludedly self-conscious," in short, a god. He wants to
spend eons in contemplation. Whereas the Devil and his disciple,
Ramsden, are Negative Characters, Tanner Tenorio is a Positive
Character, because he has a hardy, fighting, steering, hope for
the future of man.
As the Devil points out, in heaven they will not stand Tenorio's
garrulity, Anne Anna does not care much for Tanner Tenorio's
talking or his Revolutionist's Handbook. But she wants a father
fpr the Superman; and as Anne she uses all her extraordinary,
cunning to capture the man marked by her instincts as the father
for her children. Anna of the Dream Scene is a devout Catholic
and crossing herself, she goes heavenwards in search of a father
for the Superman.
Though Straker is a mechanical character in the play as the Chauffeur
to Tanner, modelled, as Shaw's says in his preface, after Leporello,
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